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Dear Sir: 


16 00/290Q 


in response to the Office Action mai,e d December 1 8, 2002, the Applicant seiects 
Group I, claims 1 through 10, with traverse for further , 


prosecution on the merits. 


REMARKS 

Claims 1 through 10 and 19 through 2? remain pending in .he application The 
region retirement is traversed. Reconsideration * the restriction retirement is 
respectfully requested. 

The Office Action asserts that Groups I and „ are unrelated, since they require 
Afferent eiements. „ is submitted respectful,, however, tha, mere, having different 
elements is no, among the criteria listed in either M.P.E.P. §§ 806.04 or 808.01 tha, 
were cited in the Office Action. 

Furthermore, since the a, ieas, two different immobilized binding agents required 
Office Action, a search for a singie immobilized binding agent amounts to a lesser 


